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In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (original) In combination: 

a modular sleeve for Interfacing modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm having minimally a receiver with a stock and barrel attached thereto, said barrel 
defining the forward portion of the firearm and said stock defining the rearward portion 
of the firearm, said firearm longitudinal axis being defined as horizontal and running 
from said stock through said receiver to said barrel, said receiver having a forward 
portion, a top and a rearward portion, said barrel being Joined to the forward portion of 
the receiver, said stock being joined to the rearward portion of the receiver, said barrel 
being detachable secured to a screw-threaded barrel port on said receiver forward 
portion by means of a barrel nut having a generally cylindrical body with a central 
longitudinal threaded opening permitting the nut to be slid over the firearm barrel, said 
barrel nut threaded opening adapted to engage the screw-threaded barrel port said 
barret nut having a forward end with a plurality of prongs protruding radially outward 
from the barrel nut body, said modular sleeve comprising: 

a universal receiver sleeve having a top side, an underside and two opposite 
sides connecting said top side with said underside, said universal receiver sleeve being 
further defined as having a forward portion and a rear portion, the underside of the rear 
portion of the universal receiver sleeve being fixedly attached to the firearm receiver top, 
said receiver sleeve forward portion extended forward above the firearm barrel; 

an upper handguard piece having a front, rear, top, open bottom, opposing 
sides, outer side surfaces and inner side surfaces, said top, sides and bottom defining a 
hollow interior, said front and rear defining an upper handguard piece longitudinal axis, 
said upper handguard piece top being joined to Bie underside of the forward portion of 
the receiver sleeve, each said outer side surface having two longitudinal channels 
formed therein, a large and shallow upper channel and a bottom interface channel, said 
channels being separated by a longitudinal element, said bottom interface channel 
being positioned near to the upper hand guard piece bottom, said upper handguard 
piece having a small, circular horizontal aperture formed through each upper hand 
guard piece side near to the rear in the bottom interface channel; 

a bottom handguard piece having a front, rear, open top, bottom, opposing 
sides, outer side surfaces and inner side surfaces, said bottom, sides and top defining a 
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hollow interior, said front and rear defining a bottom handguard piece longitudinal axis, 
said bottom handguard piece being removably attached to the upper handguard piece; 

wherein, said upper handguard piece and attached bottom handguard piece 
surround the firearm barrel without touching said barrel; 

a modular sleeve yoke, comprising: 

a U-shaped device having two upright elements interconnected by a curvilinear 
element said device having a top, bottom, front, rear and two opposite sides, said 
curvilinear element containing said device bottom, said upright elements terminating at 
the device top, said upright elements being generally rectangular block-like elements 
protruding forwardly away from said device rear, each upright element having two sides, 
each upright element having at least one threaded, lateral aperture formed 
therethrough, said device rear having a channel flange formed on the curvilinear 
element at the device bottom opening upward; 

wherein, said device rear is positioned at and against the forward end of the 
barrel nut, said device adapted to engage the barrel nut body while the channel flange a 
plurality of prongs; 

a threaded screw inserted through each upper handguard piece small, circular 
horizontal aperture for threaded engagement with each device upright element 
threaded, lateral aperture. 

2. (original) The combination as recited in claim 1 , further comprising: 

an Indentation formed about one side of each said device, upright element, 
threaded, lateral aperture, each said Indentation adapted to receive a screw head. 

3. (currently amended) The combination as recited in claim 1 ota i m 0 , further 
comprising: 

a rectangular notch formed in the channel flange at the device bottom. 

4. (currently amended) The combination as recited In claim 1 claim 3, wherein: 
said firearm has a conventional handguard delta ring, a delta ring spring, and a 

delta ring lock washer, mounted on said screw-threaded barrel port; 

wherein said delta ring substantially covers the barrel nut and a portion of the 
special yoke. 
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5. {currently amended) The combination as recited In claim 1 elaim-4, wherein: 
said barrel nut and modular sleeve yoke are each made from steel. 

6. (original) in combination: 

a modular sleeve for interfacing modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm having minimally a receiver with a stock and barrel attached thereto, said barrel 
defining the forward portion of the f ireann and said stock defining the rearward portion 
of the firearm, said firearm longitudinal axis being defined as horizontal and running 
from said stock through said receiver to said barrel, said receiver having a forward 
portion, a top and a rearward portion, said barrel being joined to the forward portion of 
the receiver, said stock being joined to the rearward portion of the receiver, said barrel 
being detachable secured to a screw-threaded barrel port on said receiver forward 
portion by means of a barrel nut having a generally cylindrical body with a central 
longitudinal threaded opening permitting the nut to be slid over the firearm barrel* sard 
barrel nut threaded opening adapted to engage the screw-threaded barrel port, said 
barrel nut having a forward end with a plurality of prongs protruding radially outward 
from the barrel nut body, said modular sleeve comprising: 

a universal receiver sleeve having a top side, an underside and two opposite 
sides connecting said top side with said underside, said universal receiver sleeve being 
further defined as having a forward portion and a rear portion, the underside of the rear 
portion of the universal receiver sleeve being fixedly attached to the firearm receiver top, 
said receiver sfeeve forward portion extended forward above the firearm barrel; 

an upper handguard piece having a front, rear, top, open bottom, opposing 
sides, outer side surfaces and inner side surfaces, said top* sides and bottom defining a 
hollow Interior, said front and rear defining an upper handguard piece longitudinal axis, 
said upper handguard piece top being Joined to the underside of the forward portion of 
the receiver sleeve, each said outer side surface having two longitudinal channels 
formed therein, a large and shallow upper channel and a bottom Interface channel, said 
channels being separated by a longitudinal element, said bottom Interface channel 
being positioned near to the upper hand guard piece bottom, said upper handguard 
piece having a small, circular vertical aperture formed through the longitudinal element 
along each upper hand guard piece side near to the upper handguard piece rear, said 
upper hand guard piece side having a notch formed along the bottom at the rear, 
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a bottom handguard piece having a front, rear, open top, bottom, opposing 
sides, outer side surfaces and inner side surfaces, said bottom, skies and top defining a 
hollow interior, said front and rear defining a bottom handguard piece longitudinal axis, 
said bottom handguard piece being removably attached to the upper handguard piece; 

wherein, said upper handguard piece and attached bottom handguard piece 
surround the firearm barret without touching said barrel; 

a modular sleeve yoke, comprising: 

a U-shaped device having two upright elements Interconnected by a curvilinear 
element, said device having a top, bottom, front, rear and two opposite sides, said 
curvilinear element containing said device bottom, said upright elements terminating at 
the device top, said upright elements having generally rectangular block-like elements 
protruding laterally sideways, each laterally protruding block-like elements having a top 
with at least one threaded, vertical aperture formed there through, said device rear 
having a channel flange formed on the curvlOnear element at the device bottom opening 
upward; 

wherein, said device rear is positioned at and against the forward end of the 
barrel nut, said device adapted to engage the barrel nut body while the channel flange a 
plurality of prongs; 

a threaded screw inserted through each upper handguard piece small, circular 
vertical aperture for threaded engagement with each device upright element protruding 
block-like element threaded, vertical aperture; 

wherein, each the top of each laterally protruding block-like element engages 
each upper hand guard piece side notch. 

7. (original) The combination as recited in claim 6 f further comprising: 

an indentation formed on the top of each laterally protruding block-like element 
said device, about each threaded, vertical aperture* 

8. (currently amended) The combination as recited In claims further 

comprising: 

a rectangular notch formed in the channel flange at the device bottom. 
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9. (current!/ amended) The combination as recfted In claim 6 claim 8 , wherein: 
said lirearm has a conventional handguard delta ring, a delta ring spring, and a 

delta ring lock washer, mounted on said screw-threaded barrel port; 

wherein said delta ring substantially covers the barrel nut and a portion of the 
special yoke. 

1 0. (currently amended) The combination as recited in claim 6 daim-0, wherein: 
said barrel nut and modular sleeve yoke are each made from steel. 

1 1 . fnewtv added! A system for attaching modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm having a receiver, said receiver having a too anda barrel receiving receptacle at 
a forward end thereof, said firearm further Including a barrel received in said barrel 
receiving receptacle and a barrel nut received around an outer surfa ce of said barrel 
receiving receotade to retain said barrel within said ba rrel receiving receptacle, said 
system comprising: 

a receiver s_le_e\Q9_haying_a_top < an underside, a forward portion and a rear 

portion, wherein the underside of the rear portion of the receiver sleeve is configured 
and arranged to be fixedly attached to the too of said firearm receiver and said forward 
portion of said receiver sleeve is configured to extend above at least a portion of the 

firearm trarrei; 

a h andguard Piece depending from the underside of the forward portion of the 
receiver sleeve, said handguard piece having a side wall thatfo rms a hollow interior 
cavltv. a forward end, and a rearward end, wherein said skt ewali of said handouard 
Piece surrounds the firearm barret witho ut touching said barrel, said rearward end of 
said handouard piece being adjacent sai d forward end of said receiver when said 
receiver sleeve is attached to said firearm receiver: and 

3 yoke configured and arranged for engageme nt with said barrel nut, said yoke 
extending forwardlv into said reward end o f said handpuyd Piece, said yoke being 
further configured and arranged for engagement wi th said rearward end of said 
handguard Piece. 

Wherein said yoke supports said handouard piece relative to said receiver. 
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12. (newtv added! The system of claim 1 1 wherein said yoke Includes means for 
releasablv eno aaino said barrel nut, and further Includes means for releasablv enoaainq 
said rearward end of said handouard piece, 

13. (newly added) The system of claim 12 wherein said means for releasablv 
_ejlQag}nqjsaid,barrel nut comprtsesa flange channel. 



i± (nqwtY added) gystem 9f claim la vflereip said means for relsasaw 

engaging said rearward end of said handouard piece comprises a fastener extending 
through an aperture in said rearward end of the handouard piece, and into a threaded 
aperture In saidjyoke. 

14. fnewtv added) The system of claim 1 1 , wherein said top side of said receiver 
sleeve includes a dovetail interface element extending tonoftudinaBv along at least a 
portion of the too of the receiver sleeve, said dovetail interface element being configured 
and arranged lor the mounting of ancillary equipment. 

Jf£. (newly added) The system of claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

at least one external dovetail interface element arranged on the sidewall of ssyd 
handouard piece, said external dovetail element being configured and arranged for the 
mounting of ancillary equipment. 

17 Iff 

JXL (newly added! The system of claim *4 wherein said at least one external dovetail 

interface element is removably secured to said sidewall of sakf hando uard piece. 

# & 

XT. (newlv added) The system of claim jg, wherein said at least one external 
dovetail interface element comprises; 

three external dovetail Interface elements arranged on the sidewall of said 
handouard piece at 3:00. 8:00 and 9:00 positions. 

J& fnewlv added) The system of daim Yf wherein said external dovetail interface 

elements are removably secured to said sidewall of said ha ndouard piece. 
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a£. fnewtv added) A system tor attaching modular enhanc ements to a firearm, said 
firearm having a receiver, said receiver having a top and a barrel receiving receptacle at 
a forward end thereof, said firearm further Including a barrel received Ip^ahLbarrel 
receiving receptacle and a barrel nut received around an outer surface of said barrel 
receiving recep tacle to retain said barrel within said barrel receiving receptacle, said 
system comprising; 

a receiver sleeve having a top, an underside, a forward portion and a rear 

portion, wherein theunderside of the rear portion of the receiver sleeve is configured 
and arranged to be fixedly attached to the too of safc* firearm receiver and said forward 
portion of said receiver-Sleeve is configured to exte nd above at least a portion of the 
firearm barrel; 

an upper handouard piece depending from the underside of the forward portion 
of the receiver sleeve, said upper handouard piece having a side wan that forms a 
hollow interior cavity, a forward end, and a rearward end, wherein said sldewall of said 
handauard piece at least partially surrounds the firearm barrel without touching said 
barrel, said rearward end o f said handauard piece being adjacent said forward end of 
said receiver when said receiver sleeve te attached to said firearm receiver; and 

a yoke configured and arranged for engagement with said barrel nut said yoke 
extending fo rwardrv toward said reward end of said upper handouard olece. said yoke 
being further configured and arranged for engagement with said rearward end of said 
upper handauard piece. 

wherein said yok e supports said uooar handouard piece relative to said receiver. 

26. (newlv added! The system of claim >§ wherein said yoke includes means for 
releasablv engaging said barrel nut, and farther includes means for releasablv engaging 
said rearward end of said upper handouard piece. 

y g£ (newly added) The system of clainyg6 wherein said means for releasablv 
engaging said barrel nut comprises a flange channel. 

a£. fnewtv added! The system of claim ff» wh erein said means for releasablv 
engaging said rearward end of said upper handouard piece comprises a fastener 
extending through an aperture in said rearward end of the upp er handouard piece, and 
Into a threaded aperture in said yoke. 
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jv 

(newtv addetfl The system of clainvr^. wherein said top sMe of said receiver 
sleeve inclu des a dovetail Interface element extending longitudinally along at least a 
portion of the too of the receiver sleeve, said dovetail lnterface_element being configured 
and arranged for me mounting of ancillary equipment. 

£ 1° 

24. (newly added) The system of claim further comprising: 

at least one external dovetail interface element arranged on the sidewall of said 
handguard piece, said external dovetail element being configured and arranged for the 
mounting of ancillary equipment 

ja£ ( newlv added) The system of claim 2< where in said at (east one external dovetail 
interface element Is removably secured to said side wall of said handguard piece. 

2s. (newlv added) The system of claim 24. wherein said at least one external 
dovetail interface element comprises; 

three external dovetail Interface etements arranged on the sidewall of said 
handguard piece at 3:00. 6:00 and 9:00 positions. 

•ft ' ' 

& (newlv added) The system of claim 3s wherein said external dovetail interface 

elements are removably secured to said sidewall of said handguard piece. 



i 



(newly added) A system for attaching modular enhancement s to a firearm, said 
firearm including a receiver having a toward portion and a too, and f urther Including a 
barrel lolned to the forward portion of the receiver said system comprising: 

a re ceiver sleeve having a top, an underside, a forward portion and a rear 
portion, wherein the underside of the rear portion of the receiver sleeve is configured 
and arranged to be fixedly attached to the top of said firearm recefver and said forward 
portion of said receiver sleeve is configured to extend above at least a portion of the 
firearm barrel: 

a handguard piece depending from t he underside of the forward portion of the 

receiver sleeve, said handouard piece h aving a side wall that forms a hollow interior 
cavity, a forward end, and a rearward en d.wherein said sidewall of s^ld handguard 
piece surrounds the firearm barrel wit hout touching said barrel, said rearward end nf 
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said hando uard piece being adjacent said forward end of said receiver when said 
receiver sleeve is attached to* said firearm receiver: and 

a supporting yoke element coupled to said forward portion of said receiver, said 
support voke extending forwardlv from said receiver Into said reward end of said 
handouard piece, said yoke being configured and arranged for engagement with said 

wherein said supporting yoke element supports said handguard pi ece relative to 
said receiver, 

€, 

(newtv added! A system for attaching modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm including a receiver having a forward portion and a top, and further including a 
barrel joined to the forward portion of the receiver, said system comprising: 

a receiver sleeve having a too, an underside, a forward portion and a rear 

portion, wherein the underside of the rear portion of the receiver sleeve is configured 
and arranged to be fixedly attached to the top of said firearm receiver an_d_satd forward 
portion of said receiver sleeve is configured to extend above at least a portion of the 
firearm barrel; 

a handguard piece depending from the underside of the forward portion of the 
receiver sleeve, said handouard piece having a side wall that forms a hollow Interior 
cavity, a forward end, and a rearward enfl. wherein said sidewall of said handouard 
piece surrounds the firearm barrel without touching said barrel, said rearward end of 
said handguard Piece being adjacent said foiw arri end of said receiver when said 
receiver sleeve is attached to said firearm receiver: and 

a supporting element engaged with to said fo rward portion of said receiver, said 
supporting element extending forwardlv from s aid forward portion of said receiver into 
saud reward end of said handouard Piece, said suppor ting element being configured and 
arranged for engagement with sa id rearward end of said handouard piece. 

Wherein said supporting element supportin g said handouard Piece relative to 
said receiver. 
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26. fnewtv added) A system for attaching modular enhancements to a firearm, said 
firearm having a receiver, said receiver having a too and a barret receiving receptacle at 
a forward end thereof, said firearm further including a barrel received In said barrel 
receiving receptacle and a barrel nut received around an outer surface of said barrel 
receiving receptacle to retain said barrel within said barrel receiving receptacle, said 
system comprising: 

an upper handauard Piece having a forward end and a rearward end, and further 

having a dovetail rail extending longitudinally between the forward end and the rearward 
end: 

a U-shaped supporting yoke removably s ecured to said rearward end of said 

upper hand guard. 

said U-shaped supporting yoke including engagemen t surfaces configured to 

cooperatively engage an outer surface of said barrel nut an d thereby support said upper 
handauard relative to said barrel nut 

wherein said upper handouard extends from said forward end of said upper 

receiver forwardrv above said barrel wllhout enoaolna said barrel. 

& 4! 

j£L T he system of ctaimJ3D, wherein said upper handauard piece Includes opposing 
side, wails that extend outwardly and downwardly from said dovetail rail, said opposing 
side walls terminating in opposing interface channels. 

4 & 

J2fe The sys tem of claim jyf wherein each of said longitudinaflv extending interface 
channels has an upper wall and a tower wall, and said lower wall comprises a pluratftv of 
spaced wait segments. 

4 # 

j&L The system of claim 30 further comprisi ng a bottom firearm accessory sajd 

upper handouard piece and said bottom firearm accessory including Interfittina mating 
formations for removably securing said bottom fi rearm accessory to said upper 
handouard Piece. 

f ^ 

The system of claim 2f further compr ising a bottom firearm accessory having 

opposing side walls that extend o utwardly and upwardly, said opposing sidew alk 
including protrusions that interfittinoty enoaoe wit hin said interface channels 
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aS. The system of c lairrufe further comprislno a bottom firearm accessory having 
opposing Bi dewalls that extend outwardly and uowardlv. said OPPOSino. sidewalk 
including protrusions that Interfittindv enoaae within said interface channels, said 
protrusions comprising a plurality of spaced protrusions that matlnalv interfit between 
said spaced wall segments. 
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